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Why This Is Important and Why Is It Taught at This Point?

Christian Practices

This is the first practices unit of work students’ study during their GCSE Religious Studies course. Students should be aware that
Christianity is one of the diverse religious traditions and beliefs in Great Britain today and that the main religious tradition in Great
Britain is Christianity. As students have learnt about Christianity before, some of the content is familiar to them from Key Stage 3
and therefore is an accessible religion to study for their first practices unit of work. As students have already studied the beliefs
and teachings of Christianity earlier in the course, they will be prepared to consider how these beliefs are put into practice.

The unit enables students to study the practices of Christianity specified below and their basis in Christian sources of wisdom and
authority. Students will study the influence of the practices studied on individuals, communities and societies. Common and
divergent views within Christianity in the way beliefs and teachings are understood and expressed are included throughout;
students will be able to refer to a range of different Christian perspectives in their answers including Catholic, Orthodox and

Protestant.
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The sacrament of Holy
Communion/Eucharist and its
significance for Christians,
including different ways in which it
is celebrated and different
interpretations of its meaning

Explain how belief impacts
practice

The role and importance
of pilgrimage and
celebrations

Two contrasting examples of
Christian pilgrimage: Lourdes and
lona

The celebrations of Christmas and
Easter, including their importance
for Christians in Great Britain
today

Making judgements
Linking concepts
Providing evidence that backs
up concepts
Significance
Explain how belief impacts
practice

The role of the church in
the local and worldwide
community

The role of the Church in the local
community, including food banks
and street pastors

The place of mission, evangelism
and Church growth.

The importance of the worldwide
Church including: working for
reconciliation, how Christian
churches respond to persecution
and the work of CAFOD, Christian
Aid and Tearfund

Making judgements
Linking concepts
Providing evidence that backs
up concepts
Significance
Explain how belief impacts
practice
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RS at TPS

This unit of
work will also be
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of the Paper 1
mock exams,
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on religious
beliefs in both
Christianity and
Buddhism.
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Buddhist Practices

Students should be aware that Buddhism is one of the diverse religious traditions and beliefs in Great Britain today, something
that is reinforced through this unit of work. The unit enables students to study the practices of Buddhism specified below and their
basis in Buddhist sources of wisdom and authority. Students will study the influence of the practices studied on individuals,
communities and societies. Common and divergent views within Buddhism in the way practices are understood and expressed are
included throughout; students will be able to refer to a range of different Buddhist perspectives in their answers including
Theravada, Mahayana, Zen and Pure Land.

As students have already studied the beliefs and teachings of Buddhism earlier in the course, they will be prepared to consider
how these beliefs are put into practice. Students are also able to use their learning from the Christian Practices unit of work as a
reference point to help them approach the Buddhist Practices unit of work, as although it has some more complex concepts
students may not have an understanding of previously, they have already encountered a unit of work showing them the impact of
beliefs on the actions of a believer.
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» Wisdom, including how the
individual develops these
perfections within themselves
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Through the Themes units of work students will be aware of different religious perspectives about a range of issues within and/or
between religious and non-religious beliefs, such as atheism and humanism. Students will also study religious, philosophical and
ethical arguments related to the issues raised, and their impact and influence on the modern world.
Theme A:
Relationships and . . . ) . . e
familiei Through the Relationships and Families unit of work, students are able to understand the issues surrounding families in the
modern world, the use of contraception, appropriate relationships, prejudice and discrimination. This unit of work is studied at the
end of Year 10 so that students already have a full understanding of religious beliefs, teachings and practices and have had time to
develop the maturity to discuss sensitive issues in a respectful manner.
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